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Artists at ATELIER YAMANAMI have their own way being happy. Visit ATELIER YAMANAMI,
and you will be impressed by the variety of their activities — clay modeling, drawing, painting,

embroidering, singing and dancing---etc.

They also behave differently while engaging with their art works —
some like chatting, some like silence.

And while some like to move around, and some prefer to sit still.

Each artwork in ATELIER YAMANAMI is unique, and is the product of the artists’ daily lives.
However in today’s society, these artworks which can be categorized as ’Art Brut’, often don’t get
due appreciation and respect in today’s society.

We, YAMANAMI staff, want to change that.

Through ATELIER YAMANAMI's art;
We treasure individuality.
We respect the artists’ own and unique sensitivities.

And we appreciate different ideas and values.

Let’s paint, create, and live freely! There is no limit.
ATELIER YAMANAMI is the place where people can pursue their possibilities and happiness in

their own way.

(About Atelier Yamanami)

Atelier Yamanami first started as ‘Yamanami Welfare Workshop’ in Konan Street in 1986.

Atelier Yamanami consists of six groups;

‘Atelier Korobokkur’is the place they draw and do clay modeling.

In ‘Cotton’, they embroider or weave.

‘Purendam’ is a group in which they enjoy walking, exercising and expressing themselves.

‘Moku Moku’ is a group in which they do maintenance works.



In “Tayu Tayu’, they collect wastepaper for recycling or they work in the fields.
‘hug hug’ runs a Café.

In every group the members are taken care of and work on the activities they like, with their friends

and loved ones.

In Atelier Yamanami, there are five things we especially care about;
First, people should be accepted as they are, and their feelings and values deserve respect.
Secondly, people should gain a lot of exciting experiences through moving, going to many different

places, and meeting many people.

Thirdly, people should be free. Everyone has the right to decide of his or her own life style, and what
to do.

Fourthly, people can make mistakes and learn from them. They should be active, not passive in their
activities and works.

Lastly, people should not be alone. They should be allowed to act naturally, be accepted, and be
taken good care of. If someone wants to act alone, he or she can do so. (Everyone sometimes needs
a moment to oneself, right?) But the person should know he or she is not isolated, and should feel

at ease.

May everyone lead a healthy and happy life!



